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APPLING HEALTHCARE SYSTEM AIMS FOR
LESS INVASIVE PROCEDURES IN THE
OPERATING ROOM WITH THE PURCHASE OF
NEW LAPROSCOPIC EQUIPMENT.

Appling HealthCare System’s Operating Room is now equipped with the Stryker L9000 Light
Source. This enhanced piece of equipment allows for video capture of procedures in high
definition, using LED technology to generate bright, crisp light, which it delivers to the surgical
site via a fiberoptic light cable, which connects to a flexible or rigid endoscope. The Stryker LED
Light Source is used during minimally invasive surgical procedures in Arthroscopy (orthopedic
surgery), Laparoscopy (general and gynecological surgery), and in Endoscopy (general,
gastroenterological and ENT surgery) to help illuminate the site of surgery.
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR...
Eleven years! It is hard to imagine that Mature Living
in the Southeast has been in existence now for 11 years.
Wow! We certainly could not have made it this far without
the support of our readers and advertisers. The positive
comments we receive about the publication makes producing this magazine worthwhile every quarter. To you
I say, “THANK YOU”!
Inside this issue you will find some great feature
articles about our friends and neighbors. Starting on
the very next page, we have a wonderful feature about
Jackie Johnson of Alma. Other features inside this issue
include Bill and Joyce Ryle of Hazlehurst (pg. 11), our
cover story featuring Francis Lott of Douglas (pg. 16),
and James and Jenean Twiggs of Baxley (pg. 24).
You will also find articles regarding health news and
information about the upcoming Peaches to the Beaches
Yard Sale, slated for March 10-11, which runs along U.S.
Highway 341 from middle Georgia to the Golden Isles.
Again, thank you to our readers and advertisers for
helping us make these past 11 years possible and we look
forward to serving you for many years to come.
-Jamie Gardner
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Fellow of the American College Foot and Ankle Surgeons.
Board Certified by the American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgeons.
Member of the American Podiatric Medical Association.
Board Qualified by the American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgeons.

COME VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION!

118 Azalea St., Suite 1 & 2, Baxley, GA
(Next to Walmart)

Touching lives via the classroom

Jackie Johnson

Her family lived with her great grandparents, Dr. and
By Mary Ann Ellis
Jackie Carter Johnson loves to tell about her privi- Mrs. J.H.Carter. In 1894, he was one of the youngest
leged youth growing up in the Rockingham Community ever to graduate from Emory School of Medicine. He
of Bacon County. Every morning she walked to school also represented Appling County in the Georgia House
of Representatives in 1918 before Bacon County sepawith her 2 siblings and
rated from Appling.
her 4 cousins. All those
He didn’t have an office
Carter children seemed
separate from the house
more like siblings than
cousins. They all trooped
and saw patients in his
home.
back home for lunch and
“I learned lots of lesthen back to school afterwards. The Rockingham
sons from my grandparSchool provided grades
ents,” Jackie said. “After Great Grandpa died,
one through six. The
children knew they had
my great grandmother
to follow the rules their
stayed on with us. She
had a philosophy about
parents and grandparents
everything. She told
taught them, or trouble
would descend swiftly
us girls that if someone
on their heads. For exbroke our hearts, we had
ample, they could run
to get our lipstick on,
in the rain if the sky
hold our heads up and get
on with our lives. And my
held no lightning. They
could go barefoot in
paternal grandmother alsummer after May, not
ways told us that if you’re
one day before.
a lady, you wear a jacket;
Every school mornit’s not about the weather
ing from first grade up,
either.”
childish voices belted
On Sunday mornings,
out “My Country ‘Tis
Jackie donned her Sunday
of Thee” and the young
clothes, her lacy white
scholars stood at attensocks and white patent
tion to say the pledge.
leather shoes, and went to
Patriotism rang in their
First Baptist Church with
JACKIE AND ZACH JOHNSON
voices. Then came the
her family. No one ever
Bible reading. After
asked if she wanted to go.
those important rituals, the class was free to get on with She knew she was going.
the business of learning the day’s lessons.
“It was wonderful growing up in Rockingham,” Jackie
Jackie’s young years hold myriad memories of run- reiterated, with a faraway look in her eyes. “My maternal
ning in the rain, of childhood games, and of grandparents. grandmother attended a small church in Scuffletown,
4
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rarely ever missing a day. began to age, Jackie, as the hospital,” Jackie said. “I
Sometimes there might oldest child in the family, also believe that God gives
have been just her, the stepped in to help with her the empathy and compaspreacher, and one more. care.
sion to good nurses. I’ve
They lit that old potbel“I firmly believe that never doubted that I have
ly stove and praised the caring for her turned me those traits. When I came
Lord.”
toward a nursing career,” back and started nursing,
Jackie’s great
I had to teach other
grandmother, Anpeople who’d gone
nie Belle Carter,
to different schools
the one she lived
much of what I had
with, believed that
learned in Atlanta.”
you should always
The training oplook good. She alportunities were
ways wore a corset,
almost infinite at
although putting it
Georgia Baptist. The
on required lying
school sent the studown on a board.
dents to the MilledShe passed that
geville State Menphilosophy about
tal Hospital. There
appearance on to
they were locked
her family, too.
in the wards with
The family called
schizophrenics and
her “Big Grandpatients with a vamother,” not beriety of mental illcause of physical
nesses. The students
size, but because of
even observed shock
her power. When
treatments.
she spoke, people
“I saw amazing
THE INVITATION TO JACKIE’S
jumped to do her
things
in MilledBIRTHDAY PARTY FEATURES HER
bidding and she PICTURE FROM HER NURSING SCHOOL geville,” Jackie said.
DAYS.
liked it that way.
“Treating mental
Even Jackie’s parents, Jackie said. “I’ve always illness was my favorite
Jackson and Verlene Cart- had a special place in area, except for obsteter, would take baths and my heart for geriatric pa- rics. I guess the two were
put on clean clothes just to tients.”
about equal. I loved them
go into Alma.
When Jackie graduated both.”
Her Grandfather Clar- from high school, she enJackie and her fellow
ence Carter made his living tered the Georgia Baptist students had to grow up
in the turpentine business School of Nursing, one fast. They were often
and lived right down the of the best schools in the called into surgery at night.
road. Vestal Carter was her state. Students went to They had to do whatevgrandmother, but the fam- class during the day and er was needed and could
ily called her “Precious.” over to the hospital after not break scrub because
Family made up a great class to practice what they no one else was there to
part of Jackie’s life. Rela- had learned in the class- help. People’s lives were
tives weren’t just folks she room.
in their hands, and they
visited now and then.
“My education was were trained not to make
As Big Grandmother superior in that teaching mistakes. She learned

fast and served wherever
she was needed, knowing
that she could do the task
at hand.
“I did what I needed
to do for all my patients,
especially the dying ones,”
Jackie said. “I never wavered until the last breath.
I treated them as if they
were going to get up and
walk out any minute.”
During her years in Atlanta, Jackie attended the
Baptist Student Union,
and volunteered through
the mission board to serve
in New Mexico as a summer missionary in an R.A.
Camp. She flew there
—her first plane trip—and
spent the summer ministering to and singing Christian
songs with the boys.
Jackie loved her experience at Georgia Baptist
and earned several honors.
Crowned Miss Georgia
Baptist Hospital while
there, she also made it to
the top four nominated for
Student Nurse of the Year.
She participated in various
student activities. Years
later she was inducted into
the Georgia Baptist College of Nursing of Mercer
University Hall of Honor
for teaching and making a
difference.
Jackie served as director of nurses at the Alma
Hospital for several years,
which was quite interesting. Often she’d have to
actually deliver a baby
before the doctor got to the
hospital. In the 70s, Jackie
started having her own
Mature Living in the Southeast
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children and was quite busy with them. In 1981, the
school called to say they needed a nurse at the primary
school. When the teacher of health science technology
at the high school decided to return to nursing, Jackie
stepped into that job. She had to go to Georgia Southern
University to take some teaching classes, but then she
had a new career teaching high school students about the
medical field. She taught some of the most intelligent
students in the school and led them to rewarding careers.

is now Jackie’s pharmacist. Many students worked at
the nursing home as students and returned there to work
after graduation. Some work at the hospital and Jackie
feels good about all of them because she knows exactly
what they know. It pleases her immensely when they
report back to her what they are doing, and she can see
the excitement shining in their eyes. It’s just a reminder
that she did touch their lives.
“I also made my seniors learn the Alma Mater,” Jackie
said. “I believe that’s something they need to know.”
Jackie is convinced that
so many of her students
have God-given talent,
much of which is for serving others. When her own
mother had a stroke and
went into the nursing home,
many of Jackie’s students
cared for her. Jackie felt
very good about that, too.
She knew she had trained
them well.
Jackie retired from her
teaching career in 2006.
Every Tuesday she goes
THE ENTIRE JOHNSON CLAN.
to Twins Oaks nursing home
Not only is the job satisfying, but the pay is good now. to play and sing for the geriatric patients. She plans her
“Teaching is the best thing I’ve done in my life,” whole week around that service. As she sits there playJackie said. “It has brought me the most joy and chance ing, she can see again and again the brevity of life that
to make the most contributions. I was able to touch my the psalmist speaks of: “Teach us to realize the brevity of
students’ lives. During my teaching career, I sent only one life, so that we may grow in wisdom” (Psalm 90:12).
child to the office. I didn’t have discipline problems. I
“Those patients sitting before me bless my heart every
approached my teenagers in a way that made them under- time I go,” Jackie said. “When I get there, the director
stand that my subject matter was something they wanted sets up the camera, and I play and sing until the preacher
to know. It was important. For example, they learned comes. Then he takes over and finishes the service. The
how to change a bandage using a sterile technique. It program goes by closed circuit to every room, if the
interested them and they didn’t have time to be bored. patients want it. Some patients aren’t physically able
They were too busy learning. I always assured them that to come to us.”
there is a job in the field waiting for them.”
Jackie believes that the renovation of Twin Oaks is
Jackie always asked the students how many were one of the best things Alma has done in years. She loves
coming back to Alma to settle down, and most of them the beautiful paintings and the extra private rooms. When
emphatically said they were not. However, small town Jackie’s mother was a patient there, she had to wait for
roots run deep and most of them do return. Some do not. a private room. Her family wanted her to have one so
She has one former student who is a doctor in Jackson- she could have her things in the room and her pictures
ville, Florida. Several are Physician’s Assistants and are on the walls.
“Mother could speak only gibberish that we couldn’t
scattered about the state. Some are Nurse Practitioners.
understand,” Jackie said. “She could read the newspaper
One is a dentist.
Back in Alma though, former student Meg Thompson though. I just prayed and prayed that God would let me
6
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know what to do for this
wonderful soul that had
loved me so long.”
In 1969, Jackie married
Zachary Johnson, whose
roots also run deep in the
Bacon County soil.
Zachary Morris Johnson, Sr., was raised by
an uncle who wanted
him to attend an accredited school. The
Alma school was not
at the time, so the uncle
drove him to Blackshear every day. He
graduated from Pierce
County High School in
1928. Jackie had his
diploma framed and
hung it in a place of
honor in their house.
Education is important
on both sides of the

family.
Zach followed his father
into the banking industry
and works for First National Bank. Both their sons,
Morris and Jack, work for

him. He enjoys what he
does. Every Christmas, the
bank sponsors a party for
Sun City and Twin Oaks.
Jackie helps with the party.
They take gifts, sing, and

have a social event. When
Santa arrives, excitement
fills the room. Various
groups from the bank come
to be the choir. Jackie, of
course, is in charge of the
music. In 2016 FNB
was named industry of
the year.
Zach insists that his
mother is the reason he
married Jackie. When
she was in Atlanta in
nursing school, his father became seriously
ill and was taken to
Georgia Baptist Hospital. Jackie’s father
called her and told
her to go check on
him. After all, Mr.
Johnson was a friend
and neighbor. He had
JACKIE - BOTTOM CENTER - WITH HER HEALTH SCIENCE
served on the school
CLUB OFFICERS.

COMPLETE PRESCRIPTION SERVICE
438 W. PARKER ST. PH. 367-1155 Baxley, GA 31513
Pharmacy Hours- Mon.-Fri.: 9 AM - 6 PM • Sat.: 9 AM - 1 PM
WE CARRY A LARGE
EFFECTIVE
SELECTION OF GIFTS

LARGE LINE OF
OTC MEDICATION

WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE
PLANS & FILE ONLINE IMMEDIATELY.

COMPETITIVE
PRICING

WE OFFER FAST, ACCURATE AND
PROFESSIONAL CARE!

FREE
DELIVERY

Shemane Smith Ramay R.Ph.
Stan Smith R.Ph./Owner
WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD & AMERICAN EXPRESS
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board for 30 years; her father served at least 20. So she
went. After the visit, Zach’s mother said to him, “It was
so nice of Jackie to come by and check on your father.
The very least you can do is take her to dinner.”
And so it began.
The Johnsons have three children and four grandchildren in Alma. Son Jack and his wife Misty, who’s a
teacher, have two boys, Jackson and Lawton. Son Morris
and his wife Vanessa, currently studying to be a teacher,
have two girls, Jackie Lee and Morrisa. Jackie is proud
that all the children have family names.
Their daughter Jackie Lee is District Attorney for the
Brunswick Jucicial Circuit and lives in Alma.
Their daughter Jennifer Joy Johnson Pope, a former
UGA cheerleader, lives in Macon and is married to Wood
Pope, an orthopedic surgeon. Their children are Claudia,
Helen, and Woodson.
“Sometimes in our rush to list many accomplishments, we realize that pride has raised its head. In my
naming of doctors, physicians’ assistants, dentists, and
nurse practitioners, I recall the many other students a
teacher may touch. There is hardly a time I enter out
local medical facilities that I am not greeted by a CNA
or a housekeeper,” said Jackie. “I always get a smile and
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a warm hug. They tell me about their families and how
much they love their jobs. It is then I realize I touched
many lives and they are providing a needed part in our
healthcare world. Even outside the medical field, from
interior designers to beauticians, we all connect and I say
thank you, God, for the opportunities I’ve had.” ¶

Candlewood

Event Services and Rentals

Owned and Operated by Tanya Lawrence
1147 West Parker Street, Baxley
912.705.7000

 March 10-11, 2017
  Official Sites
in Baxley
 2YHU9HQGRUV
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE BAXLEY-APPLING COUNTY CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE AT (912) 367-7731 OR CHAMBER@BAXLEY.ORG.
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Dr. Keith Crummey, DMD Dr. Jeffrey Cauley, DDS

Dr. Alan Jones, DMD

Doctors committed to providing quality
dental service regardless of age!
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Pineland Bank

Club!

PINELAND BANK
BAXLEY

72 East Parker Street, Baxley, Georgia
912-367-3658 www.pineland.bank
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The Proof is in the Numbers
APPLING COUNTY ANNUAL RATE COMPARISON CHART
DRIVER & AUTO PROFILE
• Wife, 35, Drives 2014
Honda Accord EX Sedan
• Husband, 37, Drives 2012
Chevy Suburban 1500 LS
• Wife, 47, Drives
2013 Honda Pilot EX
• Husband, 50, Drives
2014 Ford Taurus SEL

ALLSTATE

GEICO

NATIONWIDE

STATE FARM

$1616

$1381

$1786

$1641

$1013

$1499

$1615

$1712

$1645

$1078

The Comparison Chart assumes coverage for Bodily Injury of $100,000/$300,000, Property Damage $50,000, Medical Payments $5,000, Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist BI $100,000/$300,000, Uninsured/Underinsured
Motorist PD $50,000. Deductibles of $100 on Comprehensive claims, $250 on Collision claims apply. Some rates may vary due to ZIP code. All cars are driven to work less than 15 miles each way, with annual mileage of 12,000
miles. All cars are equipped with 4-wheel anti-lock brakes, dual airbags and passive anti-theft devices. Account Credit, Loss Free/Safe Driver, and Multi-car or similar discounts are applied to all comparisons. Additional eligibility
criteria varies by company. Chart based on information compiled from the most recent rates available by Quadrant MapPRO Comparative Rating Software as of 02/15/2017. Rates apply to new policies and may not include
all ZIP codes in a given territory. This comparison uses our Southern Insurance Company of Virginia Superior XL Auto Product.

Call now for your FREE quote!
At Donegal we believe we could beat your current auto insurance
rates… especially if you are a safe driver. Call Amy Gardner
Insurance today to see just how much Donegal could save you!

43 N. Oak St. • Baxley, GA 31513
912-367-3932 • agardner@atc.cc

INCREASE YOUR
SAVINGS WHEN WE
INSURE YOUR CAR AS
WELL AS YOUR HOME.

FEATURE STORY BY MARY ANN ELLIS

Living
the Good
Life in
Hazlehurst

On top of the piano in sets of blades and knuckle of Jeff Davis County. He
Bill and Joyce Ryle’s living bolts as he mowed fields used the top of the mower
room lies a knuckle bolt, (turning row crops to pas- housing to carry post-hole
diggers, posts and
one of two that holds
wire, and whatever
the cutting blades to
else was needed to put
the stump jumper as
up and maintain an
they whirl beneath
electric fence around
the housing of a rotary
the entire farm.
mower. Bill keeps it
Bill’s great-grandthere to remind him of
father, John Floyd
his family’s struggle
Ryle (1819-1913),
to hold on to the fambought 247 acres for
ily farm following
$1,250 in 1910. Afthe accidental drownter Bill’s father spent
ing of his father, Wil23 years in the mililiam (W.L.) Ryle, Sr.
tary, he retired and
(1919-1989). The
returned to Hazlebolt on the piano has
hurst to tend the old
been worn almost in
home place and raise
half by the mower
blades’ constant wearcattle following his
father’s death (Wiling against its point
of attachment as the THE KNUCLE BOLT THAT SITS ON liam Brasswell Ryle,
BILL'S PIANO.
1891 - 1963). He
blades spun through
the years.
ture) and along fence lines farmed for the next 30
Over the course of 17 around the Ryle farm in years, buying up each of
years, Bill wore out two the Bridgeford Community nine Ryle children’s parts

of the 247 acres following his mother’s death
(Florida Spell Ryle, 1895
- 1978). Then all too
soon, he was gone, lost in
a drowning accident.
“After Daddy’s sudden death, the whole family was in shock,” Bill
said. “I am the only son.
Joyce and I and our two
young sons lived in Orlando at the time. I had
worked with Daddy during my high school years
and while attending South
Georgia (now State) College, but I certainly didn’t
know much about farming or raising cattle. But
our family stuck together
and helped Mother keep
the farm and her house.
My sister Shannon, her
husband Gerald Brown,
and his brother Tommy
bought half the farm just
after Daddy died, which
reduced the amount on the
note remaining in Mother’s
name. I drove from Orlando every other weekend
the first few months after
Daddy’s death, and out of
necessity and by the grace
of God, became a ‘cattle
farmer’ beginning with the
80 brood cows W.L. Sr. had
at his death.”
Bill spent one weekend
a month for the next twelve
years, penning and spraying cows, working fence,
bailing hay, and doing all
those things essential to
raising cows. The first
three years, his daddy’s
brother Howard watched
Mature Living in the Southeast
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over the cows in Bill’s absence, and then he struck a deal Hazlehurst. He spent the next 30 years farming the
with Chester Yawn and his son Chuck to watch over the family farm, owned by his mother, Florida (Spell) Ryle
cows and put out hay in the winter months for 10% of following the death of his father William Brasswell Ryle
each year’s calf crop.
in 1963. During his high school years, Bill changed from
“Raising a family, I had no extra money; there was a shy boy to a very outgoing young man, and was voted
a hole for every quarter; and there was a payment to “most popular” as a senior. Many changes have come
be made on Mother’s farm and house each year,” said over his seventy-three years. Among them are his wife,
Bill.
Rose Joyce Quinn; two sons, Peyton and Chris: two
Today the rotary mower, a 7’ King Kutter, is still at- daughters-in-law, Tammy and Andrea; and 5 grandchiltached to W.L.’s old International 756. They sit under a dren: Asheton, Grey, Savannah, Paige, and Marin.
tobacco barn shelter, both worn out. Shannon and Ger“God has been good to me.” says Bill.
ald’s son, William Lee Brown (Bill’s nephew), now farms
After he moved the family to Hazlehurst, Bill’s father
the place with his
(always known
as “W.L.”) inu n c l e To m m y
troduced him to
Brown.
“They let
the joys of farm
work: cropping
me use a John
Deere 4020 and a
and succoring tobacco, chopping
7’ Rhino mower
cotton, breakLee owns pretty
ing corn, bailing
much whenever
hay, cutting hogs,
I want to, unless
working cattle,
they need it; and
banking cane,
over time I have
and working
acquired a Ferguson 135 and
fence, all done
a Farmall H in
side by side as
memory of Dad“W. L.” imparted
ONE OF BILL’S TRACTORS HE KEEPS IN MEMORY OF HIS FATHER AND
dy and Grandhis values: hard
GRANDFATHER.
d a d d y, w h o
work, manhood,
farmed with Fergusons and Farmalls,” said Bill. “I’m honesty, integrity, sanctity of marriage, morals and
just a helper now, mowing the fence perimeter, raking spirituality.
“My daddy sure taught me a lot of proverbs while we
hay ahead of Lee or Tommy as they operate the bailer;
or moving bails after they are rolled up. They do all the were out there working,” Bill said. “When you shake a
hard work.”
man’s hand, that’s your bond. You don’t need a contract.
Every time he looks at the knuckle bolt on the piano, We’re just poor folks, but you carry the Ryle name. Don’t
Bill remembers the Grace of God that’s let his family mess it up. Before you marry, you better go see how her
hold onto the original 247 acres Great-Granddaddy mamma does and meet her family because you’re marrybought in 1910. John Floyd Ryle died at age ninety (per ing a crowd, not just one girl. If you can’t gee haw with
Civil War and census records --Satilla Freewill Baptist a fellow, don’t go pouring sugar in his gas tank or talking
Cemetery marker shows 1819 - 1913). Today Bill and behind his back; just cut him a wide berth and wave at
Joyce own seventeen acres of the farm bought all those him from across the street. Rub up against a skunk, son,
years ago. They live in Hazlehurst in the only home his and you’re going to get stink on you.”
parents ever owned. And the farm is now mostly in the
Bill considered those old proverbs overworked back
Brown name, but it’s still very much a family farm--the then, but later knew them as words of wisdom which
old Ryle place.
he passed on to his own sons. His first paying jobs
In 1959 Bill’s father retired from the army after 23 included bagging groceries at Matthew’s Grocery and
years and moved his family back to his home town of off-loading trucks and turning sheets at the Planters and
12
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TRUSTED, QUALITY EYE CARE IN A NEW, STUNNING LOCATION.

Dr. James McQuaig, Dr. A. Blake Hutto and the
friendly staff at the new Family Vision Care
office look forward to giving you the
professional service you’ve come to expect.

The new Family Vision Care office is located at 131 GA Highway 32
Bypass, Alma, GA 31510. Call 912-632-7623 to make an appointment today!

COMMUNITY

CHECKING

Community Bank of Georgia has the perfect account for customers
“50 and Over”, earn interest and have no monthly fee.

Open a Community Gold Checking Account soon
to enjoy many other benefits!

367-1221
“Locally Owned and Operated”
www.communitybankga.com
MEMBER
700 West Parker Street, Baxley, GA
FDIC
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Farmers Tobacco Warehouses during the summer. He greatly appealed to him. So he switched his commitment
earned $7.26 net pay after working for Mr. Matthews over to the Army’s Officer Candidate program.
(Mattie’s Grocery) on Fridays after school and Saturdays.
“Joyce told me my going to Vietnam, even if I got
The tobacco house work paid $1.25 an hour, which was killed, was not going to stop her from loving me and
phenomenal. And industrious lad could earn as much wanting to marry me; so we got married in November
as $12.00 for a 12 hour shift, even after social security of 1967. Taking my last ten hours by correspondence,
and taxes. Farm wages were $5 a day in the 60’s. Bill I worked for England Electric and we honey-mooned
moved into the world of high finance when he got a job until I graduated in April of 1968 and went into the
paying $2.32 an hour with Gilman Paper Company in Army. After Boot Camp, A.I.T. and O.C.S., I was comSt. Marys, Georgia. That company helped Bill work his missioned a 2nd Lieutenant. While we were at Fort
way through college. He’d work a quarter, then go back Campbell awaiting orders for Vietnam, the 2nd battalion,
to the University of Georgia for a quarter until he fin- fourth infantry was re-activated to provide ground force
ished. When he married Joyce during his senior year, he security for the Pershing Missile Command. Suddenly, I
owed $3200 on a college loan he’d gotten from the Alma was assigned to Germany. Joyce went with me and our
Exchange Bank. Every quarter, he arranged his sched- first son, Peyton, was born while we were stationed in
ule so he could
Stuttgart,” Bill exwork various
plained.
jobs to help pay
“I look on my
the bills.
time in the army as
After gradua period of being
ating from South
both blessed and
Georgia College
spared by God,”
during his very
he continued. “I
1st quarter at
always reflect on
UGA, the draft
those years with
board called Bill
nostalgia and with
and wanted to
a deep sense of
chat with him.
appreciation for
That nearly
those who had to
scared him to
fight in a war I did
death. Vietnam
not have to fight in.
Many men my age
was going on.
went to Vietnam
Bill told the
and died there.
draft board he
wanted to finish
That made a lastSAVANNA, JOYCE RYLE, GREY, ASHETON, PAIGE AND MARIN.
college before
ing impression on
enlisting, and assured them he intended to pull his “hitch” me, and my deep respect and appreciation goes to those
in the service. The board gave him an application for a men.”
one-year college deferment.
Bill is a charter member of the Jeff Davis County
He started visiting recruiters and a Navy recruiter sold Veteran’s Association.
Bill on the idea of becoming a Navy pilot, with Bill’s
Bill and Joyce came back to Hazlehurst and her
agreement to join the Navy after graduation. That would parents, Rosie and Alvin Quinn, let them use a spare
mean a five year commitment. Bill had delayed asking bedroom while they traveled around in the 1970 VW
Joyce Quinn to marry him because he feared being sent square back they had bought in Germany. They visited
to Vietnam and didn’t want to leave her a young widow. family and friends and did job interviews. Bill landed
And then he fell seriously in love and couldn’t bear to be a job with Deluxe Check Printers, Inc. in Jacksonville,
away from her. However, he had made a commitment to Florida. In 1972 he became a sales representative after
serve, and figured three years in the Army, Vietnam or no, a year of in-plant training. His territory was eastern
beat five years in the Navy, even though becoming a pilot
See ‘Ryle’ on page 22
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As our name suggests, Appling Family
Total HealthCare, with husband and wife
team Greg and Kim Williams, FNPs,
provides the best possible care for the
entire family. We are now accepting new
patients and welcome walk-ins.

GREG
WILLIAMS, FNP

WE PROVIDE PRIMARY CARE, DIABETIC
CARE, BOTOX & DERMAFILLER INJECTIONS,
MEN’S HORMONE REPLACEMENT,
WOMEN’S HEALTH, DOT PHYSICALS, AND
MUCH MORE.

KIM WILLIAMS,
FNP

950 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUITE 2, IN BAXLEY

912-367-2596

FULGHUM DISCOUNT DRUGS
& THE UNIFORM SHOP

• Custom compound medications
• Uniforms & Medical Accessories
• Georgia Bulldog Merchandise
• New Shipment of DaVinci Beads
• Free Delivery
• Vaccinations
Ray Dixon, RPh
Lilly Morfin, Embroidery Manager

912.367.2488 • 34 Park Avenue NW • Baxley
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By Mary Ann Ellis
Francis Lott’s energy
and enthusiasm denote a
man far younger than his
80 years. His hair is white,
but his lively smiling eyes
and the quickness of his
step indicate his current
vigor and passion for life.
“I was born to work;
actually I still work about
60 hours a week, down
from 100 hours years ago,”
Francis Lott said. “I’m
slowing down a little bit
now and giving up some
jobs, but the fact that I’m
80 doesn’t interfere too
much. I like what I do and
God has blessed me with
good health.”
Francis, a Douglas native, grew up in a house
very close to the one he
lives in now. When he
reached high-school age,
he left home for Culver,
Indiana, and the Culver
Military Academy, which
has a heritage that dates
back to 1894 and a reputation for empowering its
students with matchless responsibility and authority.
The military atmosphere
emphasized leadership and
16
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accountability in students.
Students were trained to
aspire to high standards of
academics and character.
From there he matricu-

ed States Air Force, and
upon his discharge, he
had earned the rank of
Captain.
He returned to Douglas

family business.
“I had to do something,”
Francis said. “I worked in
the family business, Lott
Builders Supply, which is
the second oldest business
in Douglas, for a few years.
The newspaper is the oldest business.”
After working at Lott
Builders for 13 years, he
then developed a new
60,000 square foot store,
then a ready-mix concrete
plant. Shortly thereafter,
he led the family business
into real-estate development, and during the next
few years he created nearly
50 properties. The founding of Lott Properties, Inc.
and Lott Holdings, LLC.
came just a bit later.
“I determined that if I
were going to stay and settle back in Coffee County, I
needed to try to make a difference. I thought I might
be able to do some good
and the family didn’t care
PORTRAIT OF FRANCIS LOTT
if I took some time to do it.
lated to Georgia Tech in in 1963, having decided Being in that position was
Atlanta, where he earned not to pursue a career in quite a benefit for me and
a degree in architecture. architecture. He joined helped me to accomplish
Then he spent four and his father, Clinton, and several important things.”
Francis was elected
one-half years in the Unit- brother, Clinton, Jr., in the

President of the Douglas-Coffee County Chamber of
Commerce in 1976. During this time, a scouting group
from TRW visited Douglas looking to locate a new plant,
and Francis became immediately involved. He saw the
possibilities and pounced. Bringing more job opportunities to Coffee County became his new project; economic
development, his passion. He went to work with passion
to help drive growth of the community.

THE ATRIUM IN DOWNTOWN DOUGLAS.

“It didn’t happen overnight,” Francis said. “It was
about 2 or 3 years later that the CEO of TRW called to
say they were coming to Douglas. I was so excited,
along with everybody else that had been involved. That
was a remarkable and life-changing experience. I’ve

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LOBBY INSIDE THE
ATRIUM.

been hooked on trying to bring in more industry ever
since.”
As Francis garnered new relationships with state
economic developmental agencies, he learned whatever
they were willing to teach him. For example, they told
him that the county needed a speculative building. Bill
Willis, then President of the Farmers Bank, agreed to
finance the project, the economic development authority (EDA) agreed to develop it, and Francis designed it

and had it built.
“Many people in the community helped with these
projects that spanned about 40 years,” Francis said. “I
certainly couldn’t have done all this alone. For small,
rural communities to succeed, especially those without
airports, leadership must be supportive, engaged and
involved. We had that back then, and as a result, we
were able to attract many other industries, including
InterMetro, Coats and Clark, Wal-Mart Distribution,
Tecumseh, Optima Chemical, American Insulated Wire,
and Premium Waters. We now have a 4th speculative
building on the market, having sold the first three. We’ve
also outgrown 4 industrial parks. I feel really good about
the community development I’ve been involved in and
the progress of the community.”
In 1995 and in 2015, the Georgia Economic Developers Association (GEDA) named Francis the Volunteer of
the Year because of his “outstanding contribution to the
spirit of volunteerism and the economic development of
Coffee County and the state of Georgia.” Francis has
been a volunteer for most of his adult life. He believes
that if you have the money to donate to a cause, writing
the check is easy. The hard part is putting your time and
effort into it. He has done both. He gave $1,000,000 to
the local community foundation to endow an economic
development fund. In 2006, he remodeled a downtown
office building—the former Belk Department Store--for
a mix of retail and business office space.
Francis came to believe the Ashley-Slater House, a
historic Italian Villa built in 1914, was poorly located
for the Chamber of Commerce, which serves as the front
door of the community.
He searched the town for a better location and finally
realized that the Atrium, sitting in the middle of town,
was the perfect place. In 2014, he donated the bottom 2
floors to the EDA and designed modern new offices to
house the Chamber of Commerce, calling on his education in architecture. He is very proud of the outcome.
The basement houses a state-of-the-art Event Center,
which can seat up to 260 people. He then sold the top
floor to his existing tenant, Fender-Goggans Orthodontics. Francis still maintains an office in the building.
I have earned enough money to live comfortably,”
Francis reflected, “but volunteering and helping to grow
the community provides a greater sense of reward. If I
feel any failure, it’s been my inability to inspire young
people to lead the community over time with passion and
perseverance. There is a good pool of emerging leaders
here, but most work for other people, have extensive job
Mature Living in the Southeast
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responsibilities, wives and young
children. They don’t have the time.
I was fortunate to be self-employed
and to be able to take time to volunteer.”
Francis persists though. He meets
regularly with some of that group. A
lot of people are involved in worthy
and charitable organizations. I would
like to see more people involved in
helping create jobs. Otherwise, the
community will dry up and there
won’t be any money to support these
other good causes.
Francis also tries to be supportive
of children who are involved in raising money for community or school
activities. He never refuses, as often
it is the child’s first effort in making
a sale, and sales drive the wheels of
the country. However, he feels it important for the child to learn from the
experience and he often tries to help
the child to improve his presentation
for the next time.
Once he asked a mother to wait
outside so he could talk to the child
alone. She called back months later
and said to him,
“I was furious with you when you
didn’t let me come into your office
with my son that day, but I’ve called
to thank you. He has blossomed.
He’s enthusiastic and self-confident
now. I appreciate what you did for
him.”
Some teenagers have complained
to him about having to work in a
fast-food restaurant. He points out
that, years ago roughly 10 % of all
workers in America had worked at
McDonald’s at some time in their
lives and that the experience helped
them grow.
“Never say anything bad about
the people you work for,” Francis
tells them. “You’re learning customer service and working as a part
18
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of a team. Always speak well of
the businesses you work for and the
people who run them. Always be
loyal to the company you work for
and speak well of the bosses.”
Beyond involvement in economic
development in Coffee County,
Francis and Diane Lott provide
scholarships to Georgia Tech to
local students who qualify for the
program. As a graduate of Georgia
Tech, he funded the Francis and
Diane Lott Endowment to the Dr.
G. Wayne Clough “Promise Scholarship” Program to provide an education for deserving students whose
lack of money stands as an obstacle
to success. First preference is given
to undergraduate students who are
residents of Coffee County and, LOCAL DEVELOPER FRANCIS LOTT
DONATED THE FIRST 2 FLOORS
secondly, to students from the 62
OF THE ATRIUM BUILDING TO
other counties that comprise “South
THE EDA. LOTT IS PICTURED
Georgia.” Additional preference is HERE WITH A SPECIAL ARTWORK
CREATED FOR THE OFFICE BY
given to those pursuing a degree in
CONTINUES ON 20

ARTIST CHRISTOPHER MOULDER
OF ATLANTA

• Full Line Health Food Store
• Best Prices on Prescriptions
• Check out our Rewards Program
•Fast Friendly Service with a Smile
• Free Delivery • Come By Or Call Today!
395 West Parker Street
Suite #1
Next to Subway

Phone:
912-367-8404
Fax: 367-8405

“The rehabilitation services I received
were so superior to what I expected.
I tell everyone they won’t find a better
place with more caring folks to get
them back in action.”
— Bill Tipton, St. Simons Island

Whether You’re 22 or 102, a Stay With Us is Good Therapy
Should you or someone you know find yourself in need of additional recovery time before returning home
from the hospital following joint replacement, surgery, stroke, serious injury or medical condition, our
Senior Care Centers can help. Our rehabilitation and skilled nursing teams provide an interdisciplinary
approach that assesses your abilities, needs and goals to create an individualized care plan that will help
you safely regain your independence and get you back to your normal routine.
If you would like to take a tour of one of our Senior Care Centers, please call 1-855-ASK-SGHS
(1-855-275-7447).

2611 Wildwood Drive • Brunswick, GA 31520
805 Dilworth Street • St Marys, GA 31558
sghs.org
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© 2017 SGHS
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Continued from 18
architecture.
Four students presently
attend Georgia Tech on
the Lott’s scholarship –
two from outside Coffee
County. Francis says of
the Georgia Tech scholarship, “Personally, it’s the
most rewarding thing I’ve
ever done. These students
wouldn’t even be in college without these scholarship and it’s meaningful
to me that I’m helping to
change their lives. They
will soon graduate debtfree from this top –rated
engineering school.”
Right after Labor Day
every year, Francis goes to
the schools and talks to the
honor students about the
scholarship qualifications,
about college majors, and
about early applications.
“If there’s something
they like and are good at, I
encourage them to pursue
it in the best school they
can find,” Francis said.
“If they are good at math
and science, Georgia Tech
is the best college value in
the United States. If they
are accepted to Georgia
Tech, there may well be
scholarships. I’m proud to
be in a situation to be able
to change lives.”
Details and requirements of the Georgia Tech
“Promise Scholarship”
Program are available online at www.finaid.gatech.
edu/promise or students
may phone (404) 8944160.
Dr. Clough, a fellow
20
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native of Douglas and personal friend of Francis,
served Georgia Tech as
president for nearly 14
years (1994-2008) and
was the first graduate of
the Institute to serve as its
president. Whenever he’s
in the area, he and Francis

enjoy visiting.
As we finished our interview, Francis treated me
to a tour of the Chamber
Offices and pointed out
the unique features and
artwork. Gentleman that
he is, he then escorted me
back to my car, held the

door for me, and put my
computer in the backseat.
He waved goodbye and
I noticed in my rearview
mirror that he was picking
up trash from the parking
lot as he went back inside.
After all, he was born to
work.
¶

453 South Main Street
Baxley, Georgia 31513
912-367-1479
Fax (912) 367-1480

13th Annual Peaches to the Beaches
Yard Sale set for March 10-11

Georgia’s Longest Yard Sale, the
Peaches to the Beaches Yard Sale,
will take place March 10-11 along
US Highway 341. The 200-mile yard
sale will link peach-growing counties
in middle Georgia to the beaches of
Brunswick and the Golden Isles, with
stops in several communities along
the way.
The Peaches to the Beaches Yard
Sale will feature vendors selling everything from antiques and locally
crafted items to traditional yard sale
fare. Yard sale sites will range from
large multi-organization sites to individual sites along US Highway 341.
A special “Official Vendor” sign will
identify each official Peaches to the

Beaches Yard Sale site.
In Baxley, yard sale sites will be
located downtown, at three different
official sites. Maps of participating vendors will be available at the
Baxley-Appling County Board of
Tourism office (305 West Parker
Street) beginning at 8 a.m. on Friday,
March 10. Participating vendors will
include a variety of fabulous sidewalk sales at downtown businesses
as well as traditional yard sale fare
from handmade crafts, old and new
items, antiques, and more. Official
yard sale hours will be Friday – Saturday, March 10-11, 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.,
rain or shine.
The Peaches to the Beaches Yard

Sale is being organized by the Golden
Isles Parkway Association, a membership organization that represents
Businesses, Municipalities, Boards
of Tourism, Chambers of Commerce,
Convention & Visitors Bureaus and
other organizations in towns and cities along and near the Golden Isles
Parkway, US Highway 341.
For information about becoming a
vendor for the 13th Annual Peaches
to the Beaches Yard Sale please
contact the Chamber of Commerce
at 912-367-7731 or chamber@
baxley.org. Vendor applications are
available at http://www.baxley.org/
peaches2beaches.
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Ryle...

continued from 14
central Florida, so they moved to Orlando. In 1983 he
left Deluxe as a salaried field sales representative and
became an independent forms distributor for them. He
and Joyce formed “Computer Forms of Orlando,” but the
business grew slowly, and in 1985 he went to work as an
office space leasing manager for the Koger Center. He
worked his way up to office park general manager and
they moved to Birmingham, Alabama. Joyce continued
to operate their other business until the move; then they
sold it.
Bill said, “I believe in the Lord God, and I know where
my blessings come from. He has always provided a way
for me to make a living for my family, even when the
corporate world spat me out like a spent wad of chewing
gum. Crocker Realty Trust ‘merged’ with Koger and
within three years sold all Koger’s office parks. Me and
seven other General Managers soon had no job. The new
owners hired younger managers for less money. I got
a year’s salary as severance and 18,000 nearly worthless stock options...and a wall clock for fifteen years
service. Joyce and I came back to Hazlehurst, which
was a good thing in the long run; but at the time I was
in a fix. At fifty-seven I couldn’t find a permanent job,
except part-time teaching at (then) Altamaha Tech. In
three years I was $50,000 in debt on my signature; I had
good credit.”
For a year Bill tried his hand at brokering heavy
equipment transport, but had not moved one single thing.
And then one day, the phone rang: “Hello, this is Billy
Johnson with the Atlanta Falcons. I have been receiving faxes and phone messages from you that you move
player vehicles for ball clubs. I’ve got a player sitting
here who needs two from Castle Rock to the facility here.
Can you handle it?” Billy “Whiteshoes” Johnson had
been a punt returner for the Atlanta Falcons in the 80’s
and now was director of Player Development for them.
Bill Ryle’s heart jumped into his throat. He had been
calling, faxing, and mailing ball clubs for six months
with not a single response until this one.
Six months before he had dialed a wrong number and
an operator answered, New York Rangers. He didn’t
know who the New York Rangers were, but he’d prayed
that God would make someone answer that phone—
someone who needed heavy equipment moved, and he
22
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had no doubt that God caused that wrong number. That
miss-dialed number made Bill start thinking of moving
football players’ cars. When Billy Johnson called that
first time, Bill didn’t even know where Castle Rock or
“the facility” was, but he figured with God’s help, he’d
find out, and he did. He’s been arranging to move vehicles for various players and coaches ever since. Sometimes he’s not very busy, but at the beginning or ending
of the football season, his phone rings constantly. He
knows that God has always taken care of him and will
continue to do so. He’s always had a strong faith.
Bill is a member of Gideon’s International and speaks
at churches when other Gideon Camps call for speakers
and as the Jeff Davis Camp covers its own churches. He
plays the piano and led the singing for Satilla Freewill
Baptist church for four years until back surgery left it
hard for him to stand or walk for any period of time
without muscle spasms and leg cramps.
There’s not much Bill Ryle likes better than a tall tale
and the following one came from Harold Faulk.
“I used to turkey hunt now and again, and one time
had the best turkey caller given to me that I’ve ever seen,”
Harold said. “I believe I could have called a turkey from
Hazlehurst down to Snipesville with that thing. Lord, I
wish I could remember what I did with it.”
“One day I was hunting, and low and behold, yonder
come the prettiest gobbler you could want to see. I commenced calling him up with that turkey caller, and he
gradually got closer and closer. But then he got behind
a log between me and him and I couldn’t get a clean shot
at him. I worked that caller and waited, but all he did
was get closer and closer to that log, trying to figure out,
I guess, what kind of hen it could possibly be.”
“Well, my patience ran out, and I laid my shot gun
down real easy and commenced to crawl ever so slowly
towards that log. I could see his legs walking back and
to through a low spot in the middle of the log, with just
enough room to get your hand through. I was determined
to ease up there and run my hand through that hole and
catch that rascal. And I did, by one leg. Trouble was,
the log was too big for me to reach across and grab him
with my other hand. Well, I lay there and lay there trying to figure out how in the world I was going to get that
gobbler. And then it come to me.”
“What’d you do,” someone asked.
“Well, I finally had to turn him a loose . . . and call
him around on my side of the log so I could catch him,”
Harold replied. ¶

A family-run business which has
over the years built up an excellent
reputation as a helpful and reliable
business second to none.

Serving Jeff Davis and surrounding counties of
Appling, Bacon, Brantley, Liberty, Pierce, Tattnall,
and Wayne Counties

Whatever size your electrical or
plumbing project may be,
we can assist you.

1103 S. Pierce St., Alma
632-5942

SOUTH GEORGIA DIAGNOSTIC
& PREVENTION CENTER, LLC
Clay Carter, MD, Caroline Anderson, FNP, Glynn Moore, PA,
Sandra Hendrickson, FNP & Selina Revels, ANP

Internal Medicine/Primary Care

We accept Medicare, Obamacare, & All Major Insurance Plans
We are NOT currently accepting Medicaid, Wellcare, or Amerigroup Plans

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
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Called to
Educate: the
Twiggs Story
FEATURE ARTICLE BY MARY ANN ELLIS
The name Twiggs is
synonymous with education in Appling County.
Both James and Jenean
have spent their lives teaching. Education must go on.
However, the Twiggs story
contains many, many chapters. You might see the
couple on Sunday morning, sitting in a pew at the
First United Methodist
Church, holding hands.
She’s the pretty lady with
the snow white hair, always
coiffed to perfection. He’s
the well dressed gentleman
right beside her. You’ll
definitely see them at the
monthly Retired Educators’ meeting, socializing
and greeting their many
friends. Actually, you
might run into them about
anywhere in Baxley, but
let’s take a deeper look into
their stories which long
ago merged into one.
To perform his very
first job, the eleven-yearold James Twiggs, born
March 12, 1934, walked
the streets of Brunswick,
Georgia, selling newspapers. He rode his bicycle
to work, but once lost it to
24
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thieves, which in itself
taught him a valuable
lesson—always chain
your bicycle if you aren’t
on it. The office issued
him 25 copies of the
Brunswick News, which
he then sold on street
corners. When he sold
all those, he returned for
25 more. He earned a
penny for each paper he
sold. During hot South
Georgia summers, he
sold ice cream from a
little push cart. Each
young salesman had his
own route to follow and
bells to ring to notify his
customers that he had
arrived with his wares.
When he returned home
with his earnings, he had to
first of all give 10 percent
to his church. He and his
brothers (Wallace, Joe, and
Gene) had to put all their
earnings in the center of
the table for the family.
They did get an allowance.
James’ father raised rabbits
for meat. During World
War II, his dad worked at
the ship yard. On Fridays,
James and his brothers had
to slaughter the rabbits and

JENEAN AND JAMES TWIGGS WERE BOTH NAMED
RETIRED EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR.

prepare them for market.
On Saturdays, they sold the
dressed rabbits. In Brunswick, James had joined the
Boy Scouts and went with
them on scrap drives in
search of bits of lumber,
metal, clothes, or any other
item that might help the
war effort. Born in Baxley, he had moved with his
family to Savannah, then
to Brunswick, to McRae,
back to Brunswick, and
finally back to Baxley.
James said, “I remember the President coming

on the radio and announcing that Japan had bombed
Pearl Harbor. Terrified
people poured from their
houses, screaming in the
streets. It was mass pandemonium for a while.
My family had to take in
a tug boat captain that the
government assigned to
our house. Government
staff members determined
which people were essential to the war effort and
then housed them with local families. All four of us
boys had to move into one

bedroom so the captain
could have a bedroom. We
liked him though. He was
a good man. He took us
boys to wrestling matches
and we especially liked
that.”
In the meantime, his future bride, Jenean Crosby,
born April 15, 1935, was
growing up in the small,
rural town of Baxley. Her
daddy and granddaddy
owned Crosby’s Grocery
Store downtown, which
served local residents for a
total of 46 years. The store
sat where Modern Loan
is today. During the war,
people needed rationing books to buy sugar
and certain other foods.
The war caused shortages of many things:
rubber, metal, clothing,
etc. However, the shortages of food affected
just about everyone everyday. Food was in
short supply because
much of the processed
and canned foods was
reserved for shipping
overseas to our military
and our Allies; transportation of fresh foods was
limited due to gasoline and
tire rationing and the priority of transporting soldiers
and war supplies instead of
food; restrictions existed
also on imported foods like
coffee and sugar. Because
of these shortages, the
U.S. government’s Office
of Price Administration
issued to every American
a series of ration books
during the war. The ration

books contained removable stamps good for certain items, like sugar, meat,
cooking oil, and canned
goods. A person could not
buy a rationed item without
also giving the grocer the
right ration stamp. Once a
person used all his ration
stamps for a month, he
couldn’t buy any more of
that type of food.
Both James and Jenean
remember the ration books.
Jenean remembers customers using them in the
grocery store.

in charge. As an adult
reflecting on her past, she
strongly suspects that her
parents and grandparents
put her there to keep her
from being a bother.
Saturday afternoons
brought special entertainment. Her mother would
park the car in front of the
store so Jenean and her
grandmother could sit in it
and visit with relatives and
friends who came to town
on Saturdays to shop and
socialize.
“I was really excited,”

JAMES AND JENEAN WITH FRIENDS AT GREA STATE
CONVENTION.

An only child for 12
years, Jenean was on occasion allowed to sell candy
from the big glass candy
case in the grocery store.
All the candies in it sold
for a penny a piece, but
she usually gave especially
good measure, selling the
sweet treats for 2 or even
3 for a penny. Profits at
the candy case dropped
drastically when she was

Jenean said. “I got to
listen to all that grown-up
conversation.”
When she was twelve,
her brother Carlos joined
the family.
“I distinctly remember
enjoying my childhood,”
Jenean said. “Even as a
child, I thought of Baxley
as a homey, cozy little
town. I grew up in a little
house on the corner of

South Main Street and
Dyal Street, just down the
street from the First United
Methodist Church, which
I’ve attended my whole
life.”
In 1951, Fate brought
the Twiggs family back
to Baxley and deposited
James and Jenean in the
same school. Theirs was
the proverbial love at first
sight, but they didn’t see
each other at the same
time. Jenean spotted him
first. He had moved from
Brunswick in the middle
of his junior year of high
school. One day they were
in the city gym in a school
assembly. He played his
trumpet for the program.
The Baxley School was
in the process of organizing a band, but James had
learned to play the trumpet back in Brunswick.
The school formed a band
program successfully, and
Jenean excelled. Her name
is on the original McDowell Music Cup given on
Honors Day yearly.
“James really struck my
fancy,” Jenean said. “I was
intrigued.”
He was too busy playing his trumpet to see her
at that time, but when he
walked into Mrs. Charlotte
Eason’s Homeroom, he
certainly saw her.
“I took one look and
said to myself, ‘I’m going
to marry that girl someday,’” James said.
After graduation, she
and her friend Sara Davis
left Baxley for Georgia
Mature Living in the Southeast
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State College for Women in Milledgeville; James and
a friend went to Atlanta to Southern Business College.
They’d not been in Atlanta long when James’ father
called to tell him that he was about to be drafted into
the army. James immediately joined the U.S. Air Force
instead. The Korean Conflict was well underway. He
went first to San Antonio, Texas, and then to Denver for
training. Next he found himself at Eglin Field in Fort
Walton Beach, Florida. They also sent him to Binghamton, New York, for electronics training.
On July 29, 1956 James and Jenean married in a
double wedding at the First United Methodist Church.
The other couple was Jenean’s friend Sara Davis and
Wesley Young.
“We got married in July,” Jenean said. “It was terribly hot and the only cooling came from fans. When
the ceremony started, the director turned off the fans so
they wouldn’t blow out the candles. When I walked down
the aisle and saw James, he was drenched with sweat. I
struggled not to laugh throughout the whole ceremony
because he looked so funny to me.”
James didn’t consider the situation very funny.
They lived in Fort Walton Beach for a year and a half
until James got his discharge from the air force, then
moved to Tallahassee for James to continue school. Their
son Jimmy was born there. James graduated in 1961.
“I finished in 3 years,” James said. “I had to or
starve to death. The GI Bill didn’t go too far. I was
holding down a full time job at Winn Dixie while I was
in school.”
He went to Jacksonville, Florida, to do his internship
(student teaching) and Jenean and Jimmy went home to
Baxley while he did so. She taught at 4th District School
for one and a half years, and in 1962, their daughter
Carla arrived.
My career actually began at the primary school where
I worked as a lead teacher for 2 years,” Jenean said, “but
I missed the kids and wanted to be back in the classroom.
I loved being with the children. I went to Georgia Southern and earned my Masters and my Ed.S. I couldn’t have
done it without James’ help, though. One of us had to
be home with the children. He cooked, did laundry and
housework, and handled whatever else needed to be done
while I went to school.”
In the meantime, he was teaching history and doing a
little coaching. Then it was his turn to go back to school.
He earned a Masters in History and Administration in
1967. After 8 years of teaching at the high school, he
accepted the position of principal at the junior high
26
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school and spent 14 years there.
“My 14 years at the junior high school were pure joy.
I enjoyed students of that age,” James said. “We had a
good cadre of teachers that cared for those children. We
were also able to recruit some good people. We started
out with 5th through 8th grades. Then they built the
elementary complex and we had just 7th and 8th. And
the cafeteria was the highlight of the school. I certainly
gained some weight during those years.”
At that time he was also teaching history and government for Brewton Parker College at night as an adjunct
faculty member. Many summers he sweated through at
the tobacco warehouse and enjoyed the work. Nonetheless, he’s been steeped in education from the classroom
to the principal’s office to the superintendent’s role to
RESA and finally to the state department of education.
As a matter of fact, even though he officially retired in
1990 after 32 years in public education, he still works
for the Heart of Georgia RESA. He does asbestos
inspections for 14 counties. He spent 4 years as a consultant on environmental issues to the state department
of education.
H.F. Johnson, another highly regarded Appling
County educator, was instrumental in introducing James
to the asbestos program. At the time he was the assistant
state superintendent, and he called and asked James to
join the team, which then went to Georgia Tech for two
weeks to get certified. They then went all across the state
to implement the Federal Asbestos School Safety Act of
1988. Private companies were charging far too much
and so the state formed its own team. By 1990, Georgia
had implemented it completely. Team members worked
9 hours a day. In some places they required bodyguards,
but they managed to get the job done nonetheless.
When James taught at the high school, he also coached
various sports. At the time, the school had 5 coaches.
He was head baseball coach, assistant football coach,
and assistant basketball coach. His first supplement for
his extra service was the grand sum of $100. His former players in the various sports still call him “Coach,”
which pleases him.
In 1995, Jenean retired from teaching after 35 years
in the classroom. She loved her students and her career,
having no doubt that her career had been her calling.
Her name means excellence in Appling County. It’s
not uncommon to hear adults name her as their favorite
teacher of all time.
It was a natural step for the Twiggs to move from their
educator positions to retired educator positions. They

did not settle into those proverbial rocking chairs to relax top.
and do nothing. Mrs. Carolyn McCall, the visiting teach“You see this counter?” she asked. “That’s his worker at the time, had convinced them to join the Georgia shop. When he’s preparing his mailings, he spreads them
Retired Educator Association (GREA) and the Appling out on the counter, and I’ve learned to pretend I don’t
County Retired Educator Association (ACREA) long see it until he’s finished.”
The ACREA honored both of them as “Retired Educabefore they actually retired. So strongly did she believe
in the organization that she even hand-delivered their tor of the Year,” her in 2016 and him in 2003.
The Twiggs particilifetime membership
papers to their house.
pate in a wide variety
of community activiThey joined during his
early days as princities as well. They are
pal of the junior high
both members of the
school, but they really
Appling Arts Council,
became involved upon
the Young at Heart at
retirement. In 1996,
their church, and the
they attended the state
First United Methodist
convention of GREA
Church. He has been
and haven’t missed
a Lions Club memone since then. They
ber, has served on the
work at staying abreast
hospital board, and is
of ideas for education.
currently serving with
There they can talk to
the Baxley Housing
legislators for folks
Authority. She’s an
still in the classroom.
active member of the
James has served for
Pine Forest Garden
4 years as area direcClub and the Wesleyan
Circle. For 29 years,
tor for Area 5, which
she played the piano
encompasses about 10
for the kindergarten
counties. He’s been
membership director TWIGGS’ GREAT GRANDCHILDREN LEFT TO RIGHT--ANDERSON Sunday school departfor areas 1-6. The
ment at church; then
AND ELLEE RAY LIVINGSTON AND SCARLETT STEEDLEY.
state contains 18 areas
she switched to Trinand has about 27,000 members. At conventions R.L. ity Sunday School Class, where she’s been playing
Akins of Tattnall County and James handle the infor- ever since. He even sees to it that the flag flying at
mation desk, helping new members in particular with the Chamber of Commerce is in good repair; if not, he
any information they need. They also coordinate all replaces it.
the vendors.
James and Jenean have a big, wonderful family.
Both James and Jenean enjoy the companionship with
“The rest of the family is athletic,” Jenean said.
other GREA members across the state, but they also want “When the children were young and all their friends
to hear various speakers from the state department, the were here playing ball in the yard, they always told me
state retirement board, and other places in order to stay I had to be a cheerleader. I absolutely could not be on
abreast of retirement plans; another goal is to keep local a team. I knew it was because I have no sports ability
members up to date on the health field. Appling County whatsoever, despite James’ efforts to teach me. So I did
folk know to call them for the information. The Twiggs’ my silly cheers for them and all was well.”
Their son Jimmy is director of the Appling County
phone rings constantly.
“If it’s happening in education, we want our people EMS. A former teacher inspired him to that field. Daughto know about it,” James said.
ter Carla is a 4th grade teacher and loves her chosen
Jenean, the successful lady behind the successful man, field. Their six grandchildren include Erica Twiggs, John
laughed as she pointed to her biggest kitchen counter McLemore, Joseph Livingston, Michael Twiggs, Phillip
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Twiggs, and Andrew Livingston. In the last few
years, the family has added
3 great grand children—
Ellee Ray Livingston, Anderson Livingston, and
Scarlett Steedley.
Sometimes the fam-

ily slips away to a little
cabin that James and Jenean bought in Cherry Log
up in the North Georgia
mountains. They enjoy
family time immensely.
Fortunately, one of James’
brothers, Gene, lives up

ERICA TWIGGS PRESENTING A POEM SHE WROTE
FOR HIM TO JAMES TWIGGS.
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there and serves as their
caretaker.
T h e Tw i g g s s t o r y
is a continuing saga of
hard work, of family and
friends, and faith, but it’s
woven tightly through with
the thread of education.

Currently, about 14 members of the family work
as educators. Hundreds
and hundreds of Appling
County citizens play a role
in their story, too, and are
blessed for having been
there.
¶

ERICAS POEM, which she wrote in honor of her grandpa.
Dear Pop,
You’re my biggest fan, one heck of a good man.
We thought you could use a new chair,
A soft place to park your dairy-air.
Sit in it with pride and try to take this game in stride.
You support us in every way-you even pay to watch me
play.
You’ve been known to offer your advice once or twice.
I don’t understand why those umps don’t appreciate all of
our local fans.
I was really mad when he tried to eject you from the
stands.
The comment you made about his vision might have been
the wrong decision
And when you tried to help him add, boy, did that one
make him mad.
You have tried to help him in every way, even encouraged
him to earn his pay.
You don’t care if people sit and stare
While you’re shouting, “That’s my grandkid out there!”
You and Aunt Carla make an awesome pair—
I think that’s what’s making Uncle Ricky lose his hair.
Michael, Andrew, and even little Joseph have all heard you
say,
“It’s that Twiggs blood that makes us act that way.”
I know it’s a family tradition, but it’s causing my coach a
mental condition.
If he could only see it your way, I’d be the one making that
play.
His knowledge of the game leaves a lot to be desired.
Grandma Nean even tried to get him fired.
When I’m standing on home plate, I tell the ump, “You’ll
have to wait.”
I look up into the stands to see a wild and crazy man,
I just smile and say,
“Hey, that’s my biggest fan.”
With all my Love,
Your one and only granddaughter,
-Erica Twiggs

IS THERE SOMEONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE FEATURED IN MATURE LIVING IN THE
SOUTHEAST? LET US KNOW BY CALLING 912-367-2468 OR CONTACT US VIA EMAIL
AT MATURELIVING@ATC.CC.
Mature Living in the Southeast

How to promote healthy kidneys
Kidney disease is a widespread issue made all the more
disconcerting by the fact that many people are unaware they
have it. According to the National Kidney Foundation, 26
million American adults have kidney disease, and most don't
know it. And the problem of kidney disease is not exclusive to
the United States, as the Canadian Kidney Foundation notes
that the number of Canadians being treated for kidney failure
has tripled over the last quarter century.
Healthy kidneys are something many people take for
granted. But those who want to do everything they can to
keep their kidneys healthy can consider the following tips,
courtesy of the Cleveland Clinic.
· Stay hydrated, but avoid overhydration. Many people
are familiar with the benefits of drinking water each day, and
adequate hydration definitely promotes healthy kidneys. But
overhydrating has not been proven to enhance kidney function. The Cleveland Clinic recommends adults drink between
four and six glasses of water per day.
· Exercise. Regular exercise benefits various parts of the
human body, including the kidneys. High blood pressure and
diabetes are two of the biggest risk factors for kidney disease,
and regular exercise can reduce a person's risk of both condi-

tions. However, overexertion can strain the kidneys, so adults
who exercise, especially novices who need to improve their
conditioning, should avoid going too hard at the gym.
· Speak with a physician before taking vitamin supplements or herbal remedies. Vitamin supplements and herbal
remedies have become very popular in the 21st century, but
excessive supplementation can harm the kidneys. Discuss
any supplements or herbals remedies with a physician before
taking them.
· Quit smoking. Just as exercise benefits the body in myriad
ways, smoking harms the body in myriad ways. Smoking decreases the blood flow in the kidneys, decreasing their ability
to function at optimal capacity. Smoking also increases a person's risk of high blood pressure and cancer of the kidneys.
· Eat healthy. A healthy diet decreases a person's risk for
high blood pressure and diabetes. Adhering to a healthy diet
and controlling portion sizes can help control weight and blood
pressure and contribute to healthy kidneys as well.
· Get screened. Adults who have been diagnosed with high
blood pressure or diabetes should make sure their physicians
screen for kidney dysfunction during routine appointments.
Learn more about kidney disease at www.kidney.org.

PROTECTION!
Detecting and identifying security threats in real time is one of the most critical challenges
facing homeowners, organizations and businesses today. Twin Communications can help by
installing new state-of-the-art video surveillance equipment that can identify threats as they
occur and automatically alert you of potential breaches. This surveillance equipment enables its
users to immediately review events and investigate incidents as fast and effectively as possible.

CALL US TODAY ABOUT OUR NEW SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS!

TWIN

COMMUNICATIONS
mobile and business communications, voicemail, security, networking

1147 W. Parker St. • Baxley • 912-367-6964

We also specialize in
mobile and business
communications,
including business
telephone systems,
voicemail, and
computer networking.
Mature Living in the Southeast
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Being a Member is

so much BETTER.
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1-800-822-1124 • iufcu.org
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Eye examinations, Eyeglasses,
Contact Lenses, Diagnosis and
Treatment of Ocular Disease

Zinc Is Crucial for Heart Health
Zinc, an essential trace
mineral, is perhaps most
widely known for its role in
immune system health, as
a zinc deficiency is associated with increased colds
and flu. However, zinc is
the most common mineral
in your body aside from
iron; it’s actually found
in every cell.
You might not be aware
that zinc also has potent antioxidant properties, helping to neutralize free radicals that may accelerate
aging and contribute to the
development of chronic
diseases like cancer and
heart disease.
Research shows that
zinc may boost heart health
and they uncovered that
zinc plays a key role in
regulating the way calcium moves in your heart
cells. Also has shown
patients with congestive
heart failure often have
profound zinc deficiency,
which adds to the growing
support that it’s crucial for
heart health,
What Are the Best
Food Sources of Zinc?
Animal products are by
far the richest in dietary
Zinc, Other good sources include oysters, beef,
poultry, raw cheese (especially Swiss and gouda),
wild-caught seafood and
shellfish, raw milk kefir
and yogurt, beans, sesame
seeds and pumpkin seeds.

If you are healthy and
you eat a well-balanced
diet, you will rarely need
supplements to complete
your body’s zinc needs,
and you should strive to
get it from dietary sources.
Taking too much zinc in

supplement form can be
dangerous, as it can interfere with your body’s ability to absorb other minerals. If you decide to use a
zinc supplement, our staff
is available to answer all
your questions to help you

stay healthy.
Lamar’s Pharmacy is
committed to helping you
lead a healthy lifestyle and
providing you high-quality
service and knowledge
that is beneficial for you
in mind.

Lamar’s
Pharmacy

905 S. Pierce St. (US#1), Alma
(912) 632-8925
Follow Us On
Facebook For InStore Specials &
Coupons

Find The Perfect Gift For Any Occasion On Your List!
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Monday – Friday • 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Saturday • 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
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IF YOU CAN IMAGINE IT,
WE’VE PROBABLY GOT IT!

LOCATIONS IN BAXLEY, VIDALIA, HAZLEHURST, AND JESUP.

Woody Folsom Auto Group has thousands of cars, trucks, and SUVs to choose from. We carry Chevrolet,
Buick, GMC, Ford, Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram and Nissan. We also have a huge selection of used and
certified pre-owned models of all types. Whether you’re looking for a fuel-efficient car or a heavy-duty work
truck, you’ll find it at Woody Folsom Auto Group. All you have to do is “Talk To Us”, and you’ll go home
happy

RAM Truck Center
(912) 375-9233
Hazlehurst

Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, RAM
(912) 705-0353
(912) 537-8278
Baxley & Vidalia

Ford
(912) 705-0350

Chevrolet, Buick, GMC
(912) 705-3200

Woody Folsom
Overflow
Baxley & Jesup

Nissan
(912) 537-9079

Baxley

Baxley

Vidalia

